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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  APPLES 


AUSTRAL  I  AN  APPLE  CROP  FOR  1928-29  EXPECTED  TO  BE  SMALL 

The  production  of  apples  in  Australia  in  1928-29  is  expected  to  be 
only  fair  with  the  exception  of  Western  Australia  which  will  harve-t  a 
large  crop,  according  to  November  trade  reports  received  in  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     At  the  time  of  the  above 
reports  it  was  too  eerly  for  definite  estimates  to  be  made,  but  if  the  early 
indications  of  small  production  are  borne  out  this  should  keep  the  English 
market  open  to  American  apples  for  a  longer  period  than  last  year,  when 
strong  competition  was  offered  by  the  large  Australian  crop  during  the  late 
months  of  the  United  States  export  season. 

The  light  production  in  practically  all  districts  of  Australia  is  due 
to  some  extent  to  the  exhausting  of  the  trees  by  the  extremely  large  crop  of 
1927-23.     In  South  Australia,  after  the  abnormal  yields  of  the  previous 
season,  apples  blossomed  fairly  well  but  a  low  setting  of  fruit  is  reported. 
The  warmer  districts  north  of  Adelaide,  where  the  Cleopatra  predominates,  ex- 
cept about  45  per  cent  of  an  average  yield.     Most  districts  ;_nticipate  a 
yield  of  only  30  or  40  per  cent,  however,  with  much  of  the  fruit  of  non-export- 
able varieties.    Pears  are  variable  and  the  average  yield  for  the  state  is  not 
expected  to  exceed  60  per  cent  of  the  usual  crop.    Peaches  promise  about  a  70 
per  cent  crop  while  other  deciduous  fruits  are  promising  and  good  yields  are 
expected.     Reports  from  various  districts  of  New  South  Wales  indicate  a  light 
crop  of  apples,  some  varieties  of  which  are  a  total  failure  following  the  ab- 
normally large  crop  last  year.     Conditions  of  other  fruits  are  v  aried  with 
pears  and  peaches  good.     Victoria  also  promised  a  light  crop  of  apples  follow- 
ing the  exceptionally  heavy  production  last  year.     Apples  and  pears  do  not 
promise  an  abundant  yield  in  Queensland  but  a  fair  to  good  crop  is  indicated. 
Reports  from  Tasmania  show  that  a  medium  to  good  crop  of  apples  is  expected 
while  pears  should  be  light  to  medium..     In  Western  Australia  conditions  are 
reversed.     Last  year's  crop  of  apples  was  practically  a  failure  and  a  heavy 
crop  is  looked  for.     At  the  time  of  the  November  report  prospects  pointed  to 
a  good  crop  with  a  heavy  setting  of  all  commercial  varieties.     Pe^rs  will  also 
be  good,  while  soft  fruits  are  not  so  promising. 
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